Howard County Arts Council

Howard County Center for the Arts

Studio Program Guidelines

HOWARD COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL 

Mission 
To serve the public of Howard County by fostering the arts, artists and arts organizations.

HOWARD COUNTY CENTER FOR THE ARTS STUDIO PROGRAM

Goals
To provide individual artists and arts organizations with a space in which they may pursue the production, presentation or teaching of fine arts. The fine arts include traditional and emerging art forms within, but not limited to, the visual arts, performing arts and literary arts.

To support a diverse community of artists and arts organizations working in a variety of fine arts media and disciplines.

To provide the public with opportunities to meet working artists.

Benefits
General benefits include: private or semi-private (e.g. shared entry access) studio space, 24-hour access to designated studio for artists and resident arts organization members 18 years of age and over, physical mailing address and mailbox at HCCA, affordable monthly rental rate, and location in a vibrant community arts Center.
Eligibility
Practicing artists and arts organizations who demonstrate a central commitment to the production or performance of fine arts. Practicing artists and arts organizations may also apply to teach in their studio space.  In order to be considered for resident status, arts organizations must be incorporated and recognized by the IRS as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Visual arts organizations must use 50% of their studios as exhibit space, which must be free and open to the public. Performing arts organizations are required to have at least one annual free public performance at the Howard County Center for the Arts.


Howard County Arts Council Board of Directors, full time staff, Howard County Center for the Arts Committee, and their immediate family are ineligible to apply.

Selection
In general, artists and arts organizations will be selected for available studio space based upon their artistic merit, artistic discipline and commitment.  In cases where all other elements of candidates' qualifications are roughly of equal value, Howard County residents or organizations will be given priority.

If no studios are available, applicants will be placed on the waiting list for future consideration.

Requirements
Artists and arts organizations granted studio space will be considered Resident Artists and Resident Arts Organizations of the Howard County Center for the Arts.  Twenty-four hour access is limited to artists and resident arts organization members 18 years of age and older.  Resident Artists and Resident Arts Organizations herein described as “Residents”,  are required to participate in the Open House and other public viewing activities of the Howard County Center for the Arts as determined by their lease.  


At a minimum:

· Resident visual artists are required to participate in the Residents' Exhibit at the Howard County Center for the Arts.    Resident visual artists and visual arts organizations are required up to 4 times per year, to be in attendance and open their studios for public viewing during special events  at the Howard County Center for the Arts.  Performing arts organizations are required to participate in up to four (4) special events per year at the Howard County Center for the Arts.

· Residents must use their studios a minimum of 8 hours per week (annual average).

· Residents must pay the studio rent within 5 working days of the first of each month.

· Residents must have an acceptable insurance policy for their studio, as stated in the lease.

· Residents must maintain a safe working environment in their studios at all times.

· Residents offering classes, exhibits, or other public programs must be fully accessible.

· Residents must be members of the Howard County Arts Council.

Lease
Length of initial lease will be one year or until the termination of the Center's Master Lease, whichever expires first.  Residents will be reviewed for compliance with the terms of the lease.  

Lease Renewal 
The process of lease renewal will begin 6 months before they expire.  Renewals will be based on the lease and the evolving mission and priorities of the Arts Council.


Residents who do not meet the required terms as stated in their lease will be placed on a minimum 3 months to a maximum of one year conditional lease to meet the requirements, which will be reviewed and extended upon Center Committee approval.  If the conditional leaseholders are not approved, they will be given 1 month to vacate the premises.  


Those residents who have met the requirements, as they stand, will have their lease renewed for two years.

Teaching
Teaching in shared studios is allowed only when all artists in the shared studio agree in writing on the teaching schedules.


